
  

 

Shabbat & Yom Tov Services 
#ÏÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ 2ÁÂÂÉ 'ÅÏÆÆÒÅÙ $Ȣ "ÏÔÎÉÃËȟ -ÁÒÁ $ȭ!ÔÒÁ 

Rabbi Nathan Rose and Hazzan Howard Dardashti 

CǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ wŀōōƛΩǎ {ǘǳŘȅ 
Rabbi Geoffrey Botnick 
January first is here! 

Can it mean anything?   
Is it actually, also, the 
New Year for us Jews, or 
is Rosh Hashanah the 
only New Year that is 
allowed to count for all 

Jews? Of course, since we live in a 
country that depends on the Gregor-
ian calendar, we do commemorate a 
January first starting a new cycle.  

Some background information on 
January 1:  Celebration of January 1 
was based upon a mythological Ro-
man god Janus, god of gates and 
doors,  who had faces in different 
directionsτone facing the new year 
and another face looking back into 
the old year.  The name of the month 
was originally Januarius.   For us to 
understand how it came to be a cele-
bration time, by the way, we need to 
look at the early Church history.   The 
Church took the Pagan Roman party-
ing observance of January 1, and 
adopted it, and reshaped it, into a 
date for the Feast of Circumcision of 
Jesus---eight days after Jesus was 
born.   Remember, many researchers 
are convinced that the early Church 
Fathers also picked out a day of Pagan 
observance of celebration, December 
25, and declared it as the birth of 
Jesus, (regardless of when he was 
actually born), and declared January 1 
the date of his Brit Milah.   

Actually, in Jewish life there have 
been a few New Years.    

There was the original Torah New 
Yearτthe beginning of the month of 
Nisan, which led to the Exodus from 
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Preserving the Past...Enhancing the Future. 

Shabbat Vayehi 
Friday, January 1 

 

    Shabbat Service 7:00 pm 

      Candle Lighting 5:21 pm 

Saturday, January 2  

   Shabbat Service 8:45 am 

   Torah Study 9:15 am 

   Alternative Service 9:45 am 

   Mincha 12:15 pm 

{Ƙŀōōŀǘ {ƘΩƳƻǘ 
Friday, January 8 

 

   Family Shabbat-5th Grade 7:00 pm 

   Shabbat Service 
     Installation of Officers  &       

Board 

7:30 pm 

   Candle Lighting 5:00 pm 

Saturday, January 9  

   Shabbat Services 8:45 am 

   Tot Shabbat 10:15 am 

   Junior Congregation 10:30 am 

   Mincha 12:15 pm 

   Maariv/Havdalah 6:35 pm 

Shabbat Va-era 
Friday, January 15 

 

   Likrat Shabbat 5:45 pm 

   Kabbalat Service 6:00 pm 

   Shabbat Service 
      aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

8:00 pm 

   Candle Lighting 5:22 pm 

Saturday, January 16  

   Shabbat Services 8:45 am 

   Torah Study 9:15 am 

   Shabbat R Us 9:30 am 

   Alternative Service 9:45 am 

   Mincha 12:15 pm 

Shabbat Bo 
Friday, January 22 
Sisterhood Shabbat 

 

   Shabbat Dinner 6:00 pm 

   Shabbat Service 8:00 pm 

   Candle Lighting 5:37 pm 

Saturday, January 23 
Sisterhood Shabbat 

 

   Shabbat Service 8:45 am 

   Junior Congregation 10:30 am 

   Mincha 12:15 pm 

   Maariv/Havdalah 6:45 pm 

{Ƙŀōōŀǘ .ΩǎƘŀƭŀƘ-
Shabbat Shira- Tu 
.ΩǎƘŜǾŀǘ 
Friday, January 29 

 

   Shabbat Service 
     Scholar-in-Residence - 
         Rabbi Ronald Isaacs 

8:00 pm 

   Candle Lighting 5:43 pm 

Saturday, January 30  

   Shabbat Service 
       Scholar-in-Residence  
         Rabbi Ronald Isaacs 

8:45 am 

   Junior Congregation 10:30 am 

   Mincha 12:15 pm 
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9ƎȅǇǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǊŀƘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘΣ ά .ŜƘƻƭŘ L ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
spring month, counted from that full moon. It was to be  known as Nisan, a Baby-
lonian name.    In fact,  if a king began his time of ruling, they counted the second 
year and later years from the first of Nisanτfifteen days before Passover.   

Rosh Hashanah of Tishri came to add the touches beyond the historical story of 
Abraham, Sarah and Isaac, and to blow shofar in commemoration as the Biblical 
holiday of  Sounding the Shofar.   It came to include so much about our relation-
ship with God and our being judged for our actions and how we demonstrate our 
sincere determination to do better.   This is our religious new year.  

Looking at another kind of new year: In counting the animals in ancient times, we 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƛǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŦƭƻŎƪΦ   
They began the counting year from the beginning of Elul, one month before Rosh 
Hashanah.  Many Jews even today donate a tithe, a 1/10 contribution to Tzeda-
kah, usually the synagogue was a great part of that.   Maybe you will consider 
upping your own donation level to our Temple.    

Now as we find ourselves in the U.S., looking at a new page on a new calendar 
called January 2010, Israel is preparing for the changes in nature about to take 
place in the month of Shevat.   On the Fifteenth of Shevat, the almond trees start 
to have the new flow of sap; the country of Israel concerns itself earnestly  with 
the growing season and the rainfall needed for the crops.  In a time, in early  Jew-
ish history, when  we were mostly an agricultural economy, these were life and 
death concerns.   The  approach toward the time of the month of Shevat was al-
ways more serious than it is now.  People counted during the new year of Shevat 
for determining obligations of donating to the Temple in Jerusalem. The fifteenth 
of Shevat was the boundary in time for establishing which produce belonged to 
which year.   

Still, the concept of a new year for trees is a fascinating one. This New Year for 
ǘǊŜŜǎΣ  ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ  ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘŜǾŀǘΣ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜƴ  ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜπ
ment between the famous scholars, Shammai and Hillel.  Tu is a Hebrew abbrevia-
ǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άмрέΦ ²Ŝ Řƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ мрΣ ƘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳΣ ƻǊ ǘŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǾΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƭƭŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ {ƘŀƳƳŀƛΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ м {ƘŜǾŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ   

In the sixteenth century, the meaning of a new year for trees took on mystical 
dimensions, and borrowed thoughts from our Rosh Hashanah of the High Holidays 
in God judging us.   The festival that emerged from the Safed Israel community, Tu      
.ΩǎƘŜǾŀǘΣ  Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ DƻŘ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ  ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǘǿƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ 
creations, and invites us to celebrate how the world of plants enrich our exis-
ǘŜƴŎŜΦ  hǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘŜǾŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳπ
ary 1, 2010 at 6:00 pm. 

With so many options for an understanding of New Years, it is an  interesting op-
portunity to present you with some history of  different New Years and new years.   
Each new year tells us that time and the passage of time count for all of us.   

Make your time valuable.  Give it to others in the year that you safeguard for 
yourself and your family.     

(Rabbiôs Study continued from page 1) Notes from Hazzan 
Howard Dardashti 

In Parashat Veyehi, Jacob gathers all 
his sons and 
gives them all 
special bless-
ings. May the 
blessings of our 
fathers be upon 
all the out go-
ing Officers and 
members of the 
Board of Direc-

tors of Temple Torah for their com-
mitment, devotion and for all they 
have done to serve our synagogue, to 
make it a stronger, friendlier and 
thriving organization. 
  
And may our fathers blessings be also 
upon the incoming Officers and the 
Board of Directors and may they have 
a smooth and successful administra-
tion. May they draw lots of Nakhat 
from all the work they will be doing 
for our synagogue and sincere thanks 
to them for having agreed to make 
the commitment to help our congre-
gation by accepting their prospective 
positions as the leaders of Temple 
Torah. We hope that their dreams 
about the growth and wellness of the 
synagogue will come through. 

Daily Service Schedule 

Sunday-Friday, 8:30 am 

Sunday-Thursday, 5:00 pm 

Additional Early Minyan, 7:00 am 

on the first and third Tuesday of 

each month. 

We laugh, We worship 

We study, We do Tikun Olan 

Together 
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Esther & Simon Adler 
Religious School 
Mitch Turk, Principal 
 
You are a member of Temple Torah of 
West Boynton Beach. You know that 
Temple Torah has religious school 
classes for its children. How well do 
you know the Esther and Simon Adler 
Religious School and the Horowitz 
Hebrew High School? Here is a quick 
primer on our schools. 

We are one third of the way towards 
completing our fifth year of existence. 
Our combined enrollment is 90 stu-
dents spanning Kindergarten through 
10th Grade. This is our second year on 
the second floor of  the Golden Cam-
pus of Jewish Learning!  Every Sunday 
when all of our classes meet, the halls 
are filled with children engaged in 
hands-on Jewish study! 

Our Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
Chuck Rosen 

 
I thank the Congregation for showing enough confidence in me to bring me out of retirement and allow 
me to once again serve as President.  We were all hoping that Sol Turk would be able to serve a second 
term but he concluded that his medical condition was too uncertain to allow him to commit to another 
term.  We thank Sol and his Executive Vice-president Phyllis Kirschbaum, for their extraordinary contri-
butions during a very difficult period.  I anticipate that my friends, Sol and Phyllis, will be working closely 
by my side as we face the difficult challenges of 2010. 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŎƘŀƴƎŜέ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ άƛƴέ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
hōŀƳŀΩǎ нллу ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƛƴέ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ 

the Conservative movement of Judaism.  If you read the winter edition of the Voices of Conservative/Masorti Judaism maga-
ȊƛƴŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǳǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ 5ǊΦ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ DƻƭŘǎǘŜƛƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛπ
fied the need for major change within the Conservative movement. 

There is no place that is in more dire need to face change than Temple Torah.  Over the past couple of years we have lost too 
many members and have placed ourselves into a severe financial hole.  We can all speculate as to why we have incurred these 
problems, but the challenge now is to turn things around.  The West Boynton Beach area has a very large Jewish population.  
There is clear need for a successful Conservative Temple in the area to serve this population and Temple Torah is the only 
organization that can meet that need. 

It is my goal this year to enlist as many of our members as possible in the effort to strengthen our Temple.  I believe we have a 
strong group of Officers and Board members who will work with me to identify our problems and to implement changes.  
However, to really make a difference, we need the input from a broad spectrum of our membership.  Like so many congrega-
ǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƻǾŜǊ ул҈ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ άǎƛƭŜƴǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅέΦ  ²Ŝ ǎŜŜ ƻǊ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ Ƙƻƭƛπ
days, when there is a special occasion or when they have to say kaddish. 

 But now we need to hear from you.  I would love to get feedback from many of you, our congregants, as to what we can do 
to make sure that you will stay a member of our Temple, as well as what you believe is needed to make membership in Tem-
ple Torah attractive to your neighbors.  We all know that over 85% of the local Jewish population does not belong to a syna-
gogue, yet most of our neighbors know that there is a need for a synagogue in the area.  How can we get our neighbors to 
ƘŜƭǇ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΚ [ŜǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ 
things around. 
 
I look forward to hearing from many of you. 

meet on Sundays from 9:30 a.m. ς 
12:30 p.m.. 3rd -7th grades are in 
session both Sundays from 9:30 a.m. 
ς 12:30 p.m. and Wednesdays from    
4:45 p.m. ς 6:45 p.m.. The Horowitz 
Hebrew High School, which includes a 
variety of Judaic classes, a Hebrew 
Ulpan, and volunteer work at the 
Religious School, also meets on Sun-
days from 9:30 a.m. ς 12:30 p.m. Jun-
ior Congregation is every Shabbat 
(except for holidays and vacation) 
from   10:45 a.m. ς 11:45 a.m.. We 
have a variety of family workshops to 
foster both parallel learning and 
shared family educational activities. 

Our schools participate in a variety of 
special events that are open to all 
synagogue members. Our Family 
Shabbat Service, usually held on the 
2nd Friday of the month, is an up-beat, 
shortened service that encourages 
everyone to sing along and be part of 
the Temple Torah Family.  Our stu-

dents are showcased in Shabbat with 
a Twist, our musical Friday Shabbat 
experience usually held on the first 
Shabbat of the month. The Purim 
Carnival is in March, and our Moving 
Up Ceremony is in June. I hope you 
will all be there! 

Again I invite all congregants to visit 
the Esther and Simon Adler Religious 
School and the Horowitz Hebrew High 
School and join us for our many spe-
cial programs. I invite you to join us as 
we carry out the mission of our 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ άŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ 
develop a strong and positive Jewish 
identity within the framework of Con-
servative Judaism. The school seeks to 
provide children with the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become re-
sponsible and responsive Jews within 
the Synagogue family and the greater 
WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ 
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Wiston Family Torah Tots 
Early Childhood Learning 
Center 
Shari E. Young, Director of Early 
Childhood 
 

Educators know that the most forma-
tive years, are the early childhood 
years.  During these years, the strong 
and level foundation is poured, molded 
and solidified.   The years to follow sim-
ply build on the various academic areas 
already formed.  As part of Temple To-
rah, our school focuses on another area 
of growth and development; this is the 
ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ άWŜǿƛǎƘ [ƛŦŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦέ   

Each Friday one child from each class is 
designated the Tzedakah monitor.  Their 
job is to collect the tzedakah monies 
from each of their classmates during 
Shalom Time.  Then, during our Friday 
morning Shabbat service, the Tzedakah 
ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊΩǎ Ƨƻō ƛǎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƛŜǎ 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǳǎƘƪŀΦ  CƻǊ 
many Jewish early childhood learning 
centers that is where the learning ends.  
At Wiston Family Torah Tots, we know 
that this is where the learning begins.  
For our children to truly understand the 

meaning of tzedakah in a way that will 
grow within them, we must help them 
to experience it.   

On Thursday, November 19, 2009, 54 of 
our pre-K students, along with 26 par-
ents and staff began a hands-on journey 
that will enable our students to grow 
Jewishly.   

For a full week prior to this day, the 
children discussed what it means to be 
homeless, to be hungry, and how lucky 
they are that they are able to make 
choices even about what they want to 
eat for breakfast, lunch or dinner.  In 
ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 
skills, each class was posed the ques-
ǘƛƻƴΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōǳȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŦƻƻŘΚέ  9ŀŎƘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘƘŜƴ 
wrote up a shopping list using picture/
word association.  On November 19, 26 
cars lined up, wrapping around the Tem-
ple, and waited patiently as our staff 
secured the seat belts for 54 children in 
their appropriate cars.  Then we formed 
a caravan to the Walmart at Jog and 
Lantana Roads.  There each driver took 
their designated group of children, the 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ 
looking for the specific items on these 
lists.  I was amazed as I walked up and 
down each isle and listened to the deep 
conversations taking place between our 
staff, the parents and our students.  
Children were discussing whether they 
should  get one big box or two smaller 

boxes.  Oh yes, if they buy two of some-
thing then they can feed that many 
more families.  Together the parents 
and teachers discussed prices of the 
items as they showed the children the 
ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǾŜǎΦ  hƴŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLŦ 
we get the other brand (the less expen-
sive one) we can buy more and help 
ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ    

Then we formed a huge line of shopping 
carts at the cash register and the chil-
dren placed their items on the conveyor 
belt.  The children helped to bag and the 
shopping carts were loaded.  Finally 
Miss Shari used their very own Tzedakah 
monies to pay for the items.   

Back in the cars, we then formed a cara-
van to Adopt-A-Family which is a not-for
-profit organization that assists home-
less families.  Once there, each class was 
given the time to go into the pantry and 
stock the shelves with the groceries they 
purchased.   

That morning one of the parents asked 
ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎΚέ  [ŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ 
back at the school, I went from class-
room to classroom.  In one room, the 
children asked if we could do this again 
because when they were in Wal-Mart 
they realized that they could have put 

different items on their lists.   

The answer is yes, they get it.  Now it 
is our job to continue to build a Jew-
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